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GIDEON ITSLL^S  KOUSB 

S-L^STGSIBURY,  HAHTPORD CJTJIITT,   COL:L], 

Owner:    lir. JUmest Llewellyn,  Glastonbury 

Date  of Srection;     1730 

Jjuildor :    Samuel Vfelles 

Present Condition;    Removed from original site to  rear or 
lot and in  1936 vras  restored and  remodeled* 

Number of Storiess    T-;ro and one-half 

itaterials of Construction:     Frainc-cilapboard exterior -vails 
Shinr;led roof 
Brick chimneys 

Other Sxistin," Records:     "Old Houses of Connecticut" in the 
Colonial Darnes  Scries, 

List of Photographs: 

I.  "ast Klevatio:o 

2«  oouthr;owt  Elevation 

3.  ;)etail  of   Stairs 

4# horth '.'/all of South Ho o::i-Second Sloor 

5* South Sail of ITorth Boom-Second r'loor 
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rjiDSOw V/ELLS5 HOUSE 

JIA5TOIJBTJRY,     COIiN. 

The V/elles House was built by Samuel Yfeiles in 1780 
and  la the birthplace of Gideon Vfelles  (1802-1878) who 
became  -Secretary cf the Navy in President Lincoln's cabi- 
net . 

I'r, YJelles  served 'rith <;rei\t distinction C-arim; his 
term of office,  thus brins-im; a great deal of credit  to 
his   hoiae  :itate,   Connecticut, vriiere  he ?ms bom and educated. 

The house, ha-v-in^ been located on the raail route be- 
tween Hartford and hev; London., v-ras used during sta;;o coach 
days  as  a tavern* 

Because  a nev,r post  office was  to be erected on the 
cite of the 'Helles house,   it v/as moved fron its original 
location to the  rear of the  site and  in the  fall of 1936, 
v/as  completely lrerx>deled and altered!, (so  that  it is nor/-   f^s^^iy^^ , 
±n  an excellent  state  of   preservation,) 

The  land on which Samuel Vielles builtT this  house 
was  purchased hy his   fat lie r,  Governor Thomas ".Voiles« 

Source of  Info nations     Colonial Ya^s series:     "Old 
Houses  of Connecticut" 
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